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To my daughter,
A Letter from an unmarried mother

The moment I was most beautiful in my life was
When I was delivered of you.
The best thing
I did in my life was
That I became your mom.
After a long time,
The pain I suffer may afflict you.
So I am afraid of it.
But my greatest pride will be that I am your mom.
I won’t tell you I am not painful.
Though my living and living on
Seriously troubled me from time to time,
I used to look up at the sun always shining brilliantly
When you smiled at me.
My dear daughter,
Be happy person
Rather than good person.
Grow through pain.
Grow through wounds.
Learn the real peace through the pain.
Learn the real cure through the wounds.
So that...
The place where you stop even for a little while can be heaven.

www.sws.or.kr/english

This couple, who started a family
of love after Jung Woo was born to them,
gave a thought to adoption with pity
for the babies who had to grow up alone without
parents. Raising Jung Woo, they felt how precious
home is for babies, and worked up the courage to
adopt Jung Yoon as their second child.
As you see, they are such a happy
adoptive family filled with love.
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The 56th Anniversary

Let's start with minor things

CHANG, Sang-Chun(President of Social Welfare Society, Inc.)
Today we were brought together here to celebrate the 56th anniversary of the establishment of Social
Welfare Society, Inc. As you know well, this agency was established in 1954 with a view to working
for the good of war orphans and today, meet its 56th birthday. It makes us take pride that we are with
this agency having long history.
I think that our agency owes its firm stance of today to all staff members who have done their part
faithfully year after year with a sense of ownership. The world keeps changing every day. It shouts
that even maintaining the status quo means nothing else than being sifted and urges us to develop and
change without reserve. Under these circumstances, we need to face up to the stream of change and
react to the environment sensitively. The ever-changing environment is not always favorable to us,
though. Policies of every government set forth with transfer of political power cause us to be under
tension all the time. From time to time, the government gets too hung up on visible outcomes rather
than welfare policies of good quality and true benefits for people in need. Thus, governmental
policies which are biased and misled by statistics come into being. Whenever we face this kind of
situation, we feel very heavy and uneasy. I think, however, that the best thing we can and should do
is to let the world know of our agency and to walk tall however unfavorable the surroundings are.
I am going to tell you a few things regarding the new objectives for this year. We have more things to
do than last year.
What comes first is the matter of extending the main building. It is the task we have to complete this
year without fail because we are absolutely short of storage in which we should put our document
files and furthermore, some departments without their own offices work in other departments’ rooms.
Secondly, construction of data base and computerization for business use are needed. The
construction of DB was set about with the aim of maintaining the sources of information on adoption.
Now that the importance of post adoption management becomes greater gradually and the operation
also has to be transparent, computerization in accounting is definitely required.
Lastly, we need to run a senior citizens’ welfare center which may be entrusted to us. It is considered
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to be quite necessary as a matter of course at the request of this aging society. It is also necessary for
our staff members to secure a stable position to work in under the current circumstances that adoption
work which is the main service of our agency, and overseas adoptions in particular are on the
decrease.
So far I have mentioned only the key points. While I mapped them out, I felt like asking you to keep
the followings in mind.
‘What are we doing our work for?’ ‘Where are we going to head?’ I want you to keep these questions
in mind and keep on thinking about them. Not only branch office directors and department managers
but also section managers and co-workers should have a good grip of the substantials at all times
while doing the tasks assigned. By doing so, we will be able to make our way unswervingly in line
with the visions and missions which Social Welfare Society, Inc. pushes for. And I expect you to
spare no effort to make a deep impression on our supporters and clients. The posture of being kind
enough to answer to every single inquiry based on trustworthiness however minute they are and to
explain them fully with kindness is very important.
Let’s start with minor things.
I will do my best to set up a footstool on which you can display your ability to the fullest. It is time
that all our staff members practiced active participation and sacrifice. Let’s try our best to do our
duties faithfully and spontaneously. We will see good results come out.
I would like to offer my congratulations to Assistant Department Manager Yong Soon Chung and all
the staff members who are cited for long service today. I really appreciate your hard work. Also, I
want to deeply congratulate Ms. Ji Sun Choi of Hansuh Hospital and Ms. Hwa Sook Park of
Gwangju Babies’ Reception Home on having been chosen as exemplary staff members through fair
and impartial screening.
Thank you.
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Adoption culture is a
barometer of advanced
countries

CHO, Saeng Hyeon(Standing Director, Boryung Foundation)

We had spring snow out of season. There is an old saying, “A snow year, a rich year.” Looking at the
white snow that piled up overnight, I contemplated for a short time in the hope that the mind to share
together would also be a little richer.
Two years have passed since I become standing director of Boryung Foundation. Boryung Group,
which had continuously lent a helping hand to the children and neighbors in need of social care,
established the Boryung Foundation in a bid to give support to the neighbors, who were neglected by
their communities, in a more systematic way.
Seung-Ho Kim, Chairman of Boryung Group, always said, “Children are the very future.” He
thought that children who are supposed to be our future could romp about healthily and should not
encounter serious barriers to their learning. In our neighborhood, though, are a lot of children who
are not under the circumstances good enough to care for their health, nor in a position to be educated
properly. Child-care centers are the first for the Boryung Foundation to provide support. Before the
foundation was established, Boryung Medience went hand in hand with Holt Children’s Services,
Inc. and many child-care facilities so as to practice sharing. The philosophy of Chairman Seung-Ho
Kim who had founded Boryung Group also motivated the establishment of the ties with Social
Welfare Society, Inc.
The ties with Social Welfare Society, Inc. were first formed when the foundation sponsored the event
held to celebrate the Adoption Day last year. I recollect the day when I looked over the corporation,
Social Welfare Society, Inc., that contacted me for support and I was surprised... ‘Ouch! How come I
didn’t know of this welfare agency of long history?’ I was much impressed when I learned that
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Social Welfare Society, Inc. had started with the service to
find good families for children who had lost their parents
during the Korean War and had stood first on behalf of the
orphans for more than 55 years. I was pleased to realize that
the Boryung Foundation would be able to offer some
support to this wonderful agency.
Although they say that this country have reached maturity in
many fields, they do not seem to be ready to open the door
to adoption wide. They may think it is normal that all family
including their birth children cannot help but suffer
hardships together when something bad happens, but it is
not right that they make the children borne by the heart also
bear such a situation.
In my opinion, the road to an advanced country is not
always paved with figures such as the gross domestic
product of 30,000 U.S. dollars. Adoption culture may also
be a weigher in judging whether a country is advanced or
not. I presume that adoption culture can be a barometer in
this context. We often see the case that parents in advanced
countries are willing to accept adoptive children, and
disabled children as well, as members of their families. The
difference in adoption culture is probably influential. Still I
think the social systems are well established to back up the
culture as well as the families. I hope that such systems will
also be established in my country as soon as possible. I wish
for a climate that adoptive parents can bring up their
children only with love as systematic backup is always
available.
I think the day of mammonism when getting rich is
considered to be the first thing to do in life is over. Our
culture should be such that we cultivate virtue irrespective
of our possessions whether many or few and share wellbeing together with our neighbors. The philosophy that
Chairman of Boryung Group Seung-Ho Kim cherish in the
heart is the realization of mutual health and co-prosperity
based on human-centered values. In short, it is ‘coexistence
and co-prosperity’. To this effect, we have been distributing
specially-made teats to the children with a cleft lip and cleft
palate having difficulty in eating food. We began to do this
with a view to encouraging them to have hope by helping
them take milk heartily, not by simply distributing teats.
It is not too much to say that what made Boryung Group of
today is ‘the spirit of living together’. As I am proud that I
work at the Boryung Foundation aiming to realize the lofty
corporate philosophy, I commit myself to be part of the
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force striving to make the culture of living together.
When it comes to office workers, most of them are tied to
the routine. They leave home, work in the office, and get
back home from work in the end. This monotonous daily
life repeats itself. In contrast, they also have a good mind to
spend a day a little more meaningfully and happily. My duty
is to guide them to the road on which they can express what
they have in mind and can practice it in reality. In other
words, I have to try to help them live a little broader life.
At the end of last year, the foundation held an event of
sharing together, so the executives and staff members of
Boryung Group took part in it and made presents of
Christmas trees and cakes to the community child-care
centers. On the Lunar New Year’s Day last February, they
called at the child-care centers again to meet children and
play together the folk games such as yut (four-stick game)
and paeng-i-chigi (spinning a top). Thus, they shared the
emotional warmth together with the children. The
foundation also contributes nursing bottles, baby clothes,
and quilts to the adoption agencies including Social Welfare
Society, Inc., with an eye to broadening the scope of
practicing love little by little.
I believe that one who can practice love is the one who can
love one’s self. The more and higher one loves and respects
one’s self, the more positively one can practice sharing
together.
Spring has come. It is the right season to enjoy the soft
sunbeam of spring to the full. This spring is likely to make
us feel easy and comfortable. I wish I could love myself
more than ever in this spring. If the fortune in my hands are
supposed to be shared with others, I would like to spend it
much enough to share with them. I will try to make coprosperity, the value of Boryung Group, come true so that I
can contribute to making a community where we can share
together in life.

With all my heart as
if I were their mothers

AHN, Eun Jeong(Herbal Doctor, AHN, Eun Jeong Oriental’ medical clinic)

The law of nature that spring comes when winter is over sounds to be unchangeable.
So does mothers’ love for their children, I believe.
I can feel that young women in their confinement who are led to my herb clinic by their mothers
stressing the importance of postpartum care are proud that they gave birth to their children. At the
same time, they seem to worry about what further steps they have to take. Anyhow, they deserve to
be congratulated. When I treat such happy mothers, I often think of other young mothers who may
have no other choice but to be in childbed alone without any help of their mothers and may be very
lonely. This consideration brought me to ‘Open House’. Because the Open House is the home of
young mothers.
In general, the structure of Korean women’s pelvis is different from that of Western women’s. It
explains why Korean women need appropriate postpartum care. The ancestral wisdom has been
inherited from generation to generation and, of course, still prevails. Even I myself as a herbal doctor
once figured it out with brains, but could not sense it from the bottom of my heart. When my mother
warned me ‘not to let the wind in me’, I simply thought that she was nagging. The conventional
saying, however, was too correct to be a useless talk. To say the least, a woman will be able to live in
hopes as long as someone who can nag at her is right beside her.
With this kind of expectation in my heart, I began to visit the Open House as often as possible so that
I could be a nag of hope. I wanted to nag at young mothers there and get proper herbal medicines
ready for them as if their mothers had done.
When I see young mothers one after one, their personal stories hurt me, harrow me, and vex me. As it
is not easy for me to have a long talk with each of them during limited time of treatment, I would be
concerned over ‘what I can do to cheer her up’ and write a memo to put in the paper packet of
medicine.
Three years have glided away. Looking back on the past, I can think of some mothers in particular.
First of all, I have a friend who gives me a ring to express New Year’s greetings with good wishes at
the beginning of every year. When she was in the Open House, she was older than other young
mothers in the group home and sounded to have some difficulty in mixing in with them. I was with
her for only 20 minutes at the longest for treatment. Moreover, she currently lives in a remote
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mountain village located in Gangwon Province. And yet she looks at my address printed on the
memo which she still preserves to call me at the beginning of a year to say hello. And she asks me to
let her know my new phone number if changed. Thank you, So-and-so... I wish you to live an
energetic life wherever you may be.
There are several mothers who sent me their letters through the housemother of the Open House,
which were written closely in fine and small letters as if they had been love letters. As a matter of
fact, I keep the letters with special care as though they were my heirloom. I am sure that they
presently live in great happiness somewhere else. Every time I read the letters, I find myself much
different from when I visited the Open house to start with and always reflect on it. To me, the letters
are like good textbooks as well as good teachers.
Of course, there have been mothers who were sort of indiscreet. Sometimes I was disappointed to see
young mothers refuse to accept my advice and keep thinking and acting thoughtlessly like a romping
girl. However, I think they will think better of the once-trifling care as they grow old enough to
understand things better than before after a lapse of several years.
Most of all, the social workers working hard in the Open House look like angels. They never stop
taking care of young mothers, comforting them, giving advice when necessary, and thinking over
how to help them. And the housemother are so kind as to take the trouble of taking sick mothers
urgently even in the dead of night like a woman’s mother does.
Love certainly means give-and-take. The day I return from the Open House, my heart really becomes
full with happiness presented by young mothers. I, as a herbal doctor confined to my clinic almost
every day like a person of narrow outlook, feel so grateful to the Open House for having been the
pathway of love that leads me to society.
I have a simple request to make of the friend-like mothers and social workers with whom I have
established special ties through the Open House.
My dear friends! Please be always thankful to even a mere thing and try to make a chance to let
others be the same.
Respected social workers of the Open House! Please cheer up! You make the world beautiful.
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My princess
born to be loved!
Written by an unmarried mother

My princess, we’ve already been together for 33 weeks... 8 months.
I thank you so much for holding on in good health.
I want you to know and remember
That you are the fruit of love I fell in.
The moment we are separated into two,
Great joy will gush out to open our destinies.
We have 7 weeks more to come until the day.
Even more things to happen will be waiting for us.
I will always try as hard as you have done to stay healthy in me.
Let's do together all we love to in the future.
And let’s wish we would realize together everything we should do.
I love you, my princess...

The Garden with Theme
Marvelously What is more important than such outward appearances is that adoption
has enabled me to live in the middle of the inexplicably beautiful relation,
that is, the family empowering me to give my life for my daughters.

FamilyⅠ

The blessing of my family The name Ga-Hui that
awakened me from
amnesia

AHN, Dong Cheol(Adoptive parents)

It happened one day in mid October, 2006. Two months had passed since Ga-Hui came
to me and my wife through adoption to become our first daughter. Looking back on the
days, we were really enjoying ourselves every day with the joys and blessings brought
to us by the adoption. We were so happy, and yet we were no more than a fledglinglike couple having no idea what to do with a baby who kept on crying mercilessly.
The sky of the day was showing off the clearness and serenity of autumn in October.
The company with which I was arranged an autumn outing to Dobongsan (mountain).
All the researchers in the office were expected to get together at Dobongsan subway
station by 8 o’clock in the morning. At that time, I was supposed to work in the office
by the end of coming December so that I could go to the United States to study on a
temporary basis. All my belongings were already sorted out, put in order, or packed up
and my wife was staying in her parents’ home in Busan along with Ga-Hui. Early in the
morning, I left my mother's house in Gimpo where I had to live for the time being.
When I arrived at the destination, it was 7 o’clock a.m. I got there too early and cast
about what to do until the appointed time. In the very nick of time, a message sent by
the researcher taking over my position came in.
“Sorry, but I may be a little late. Sorry again, would you get Gimbap (dried seaweed
rolls) and snacks ready? I'll strive to be there asap.”
I was in thought for an instant.
“What on earth is the preparation team doing? Do I have to read a lecture when they are
here?”
As the pleasure which I could take in serving the community was greater than the
trouble I needed to take, I settled down and looked around to get Gimbap and bread.
My seat belt has not been fastened by then. Momentarily, I thought I would have to
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fasten it. With the seat belt fastened, I looked to
the left and found a bakery located near the
entrance of Dobongsan. What in the world was I
thinking about? All of a sudden, I began to make
an unlawful U-turn from the second lane.
‘It looks as though I heard some people say
something...as though I heard an ambulance
siren...as though I heard somebody say that he
was dead...’
Some time seemed to pass by that way.
Someone abruptly shook me and uttered
something.
I opened my eyes. Nothing was seen, though and
I felt like I was floating in the air.
“Sir! What’s your name?”
“Sir! Are you married?”
I could not remember anything at all.
And I fainted again.
“Sir! Where do you live?”
“Sir! What brought you here?”
An emergency medical technician was urgent in asking questions. To be frank with you, I
could remember nothing at all. The only thing that occurred to me was ‘It may be what one
feels when one dies.’ I also thought, ‘The world of oblivion must be like this.’ And I fainted
once again. The man shook me in the ambulance and kept shouting.
“Sir! You tell me anything you can remember.”
At the moment, I could feel that something was coming near from over the world of oblivion.
It was...‘Ga-Hui!’
It was the very name of my dear daughter, the best gift that God had granted my family when
I and my wife had the hardest time of it.
The moment the thorny pain rushed to me, I told him in a subdued voice, “I can remember
the name Ga-Hui.”
And I fainted again.
At last, I recovered consciousness to see the doctors bustling up.
And I was aware that I was sliding into the cylinder-shaped equipment for CT scanning.
While I moved into it, I began to come up with something little by little.
‘Ah, my name is Ahn, Dong Cheol. Right, I am married. I know I went to the place to go up a
mountain... Why am I in bed now, anyway?’
This is true. My daughter Ga-Hui is a blessed being that not only revived my memory which
was sinking deep in a bog, but also lengthened my life.
I met an accident as I tried to make a U-turn across the buses-only lane unlawfully and my
car was struck by a bus running behind, which I got to know later. I recall that I was driving
my car at a speed of about 70 kilometers an hour. Especially when the bus ran into the
driver’s seat of my car, the frame of mine was crushed at an angle of 90 degrees and went
past my forehead.
The policeman who was with me to investigate told me that the crushed frame might have
gone through my head if I did not fasten the seat belt. I was a lucky person, he said.
As a result of the accident, my car was smashed badly. Going past my forehead, the frame
wounded me seriously all over the face around my eyes, and the fore and back of my head as
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well. Thank God, nothing happened to my life. Moreover I could share much time with my family,
which had been absolutely necessary after the adoption. The accident allowed me another good
opportunity of realizing the preciousness of family as a body.
After a lapse of several years, I think back to the accident and think to myself.
‘God originally planned to call me in at the time of the accident, but recalled his order as he took
thought for Ga-Hui who would have to live without daddy, considered that he could never call me in,
and decided to send me back from heaven’s gate.’
Adoption gave my family such a big blessing. The family setting completed by adoption, not by
blood relation, and filled with love worked a miracle to incapacitate that terrible accident from
parting us.
Three years have already passed since Ga-Hui became my family. During the period, I adopted
another daughter. The blessing of adoption which I had experienced in reality made me proceed with
the adoption of Song-Hui, my second daughter, with greater pleasure. For starters, Ga-Hui and SongHui were quite different in appearance, habit, physique, character, and so on. In this family setting,
however, they have changed step by step to look much alike at present. Marvelously and
miraculously enough, their faces which used to be square have transformed into an egg shape to take
after mine and my wife’s. Only the community called family may be blessed with this miracle.
What is more important than such outward appearances is that adoption has enabled me to live in the
middle of the inexplicably beautiful relation, that is, the family empowering me to give my life for
my daughters.
When I look into the faces of my daughters in sleep late at night,
And before I leave home for work early in the morning, I always do this.
I kiss my daughters on the cheek
And pray whisperingly.
“My dear Ga-Hui and Song-Hui, I love you. I praise God for having brought us together in a family.”
Let’s live hand in hand to face up with the torrents of this world together as salmons sail up against a
stream.
Your mom and dad will be a strong fence protecting you when you are troubled and weary.
Do not forget that we all are family that is not swayed by any storms of life.

FamilyⅡ
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Adoptive Parents' Love and
Birth Parents' Love
Chowon’s mother(Adoptive parents)

This photo is an image cut so isn’
ta
real Chowon

To Chowon’s birth mother,
I knew I could not mail the letters to Chowon's birth mother. But yet I often tried
writing them. Now that this opportunity is with me, I feel my heart leaping with
anticipation for the likelihood that I will be able to unbosom myself to her.
Before I met Chowon to start with, the social worker of Social Welfare Society, Inc.
told me, “She is not quite doll-like pretty a baby, but a healthy and cute newborn eating
well.” The period of six months during which I and my family have lived with Chowon
together is quite enough for us to be entranced by the peerless beauty with a white and
tiny face like a snowflake in midwinter. On top of that, she is a good-natured and docile
child indeed. Every time her eyes catch ours, she smiles at us sweetly. She is just like
an angel who, beaming with a radiant smile, has just come down from heaven.
When I happen to take her to a market place, lots of people say good words to us.
“Wow! How pretty she is!” “She is a smiling child.” “What a good, cute girl!” “She
really takes after mother.”(I know that, beyond all comparison, Chowon has far and
away better looks than I do. They all make me so happy, anyway.)
Although Chowon came to us through disclosed adoption, I do not intend to let the
people around know about her adoption until she grows older enough to say it herself
on her own discretion and of her own free will. Nevertheless, I need to write this letter
openly and give a reason for doing it.
As a woman like you and with the heart of a sister who has lived a little longer in this
world than you, I dare to say this to you. I want you to live on without fearing to mix
with people affectionately and feeling guilty about it. Chowon will grow older and
wonder who and what her birth mother was. Then I will talk to her, “Your birth mother
always placed a high value on a life and loved you very much. So, she had the courage
to let you have two mothers.”
And I want you to meet Chowon when she grows bigger with time and feels like
searching for the roots of her birth and meeting the mother who gave birth to her.
Maybe you will be in special circumstances then. When the day comes, though, I hope
that you will not refuse to see her. The reunion may cause the scars long forgotten deep
down in your heart to become worse. Furthermore, it may also be a burden to you as it
is probable for you to be under different circumstances from the present ones. As a
mother who could give birth to Chowon through my heart, however, I would like to ask
for your acceptance courteously.
Chowon is the love letter God sent to me and my family via her real mother, which we
will cherish in the heart as long as we all live in happiness.
May God bless you, Chowon's birth mother! From the bottom of my heart, I pray God
that you may establish a precious home and live a happy life.
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FamilyⅢ

Sophie’s
roots tour

Michael & Nancy ALBANO(Adoptive parents)

Our daughter, Sophie Sang-Ah, came home to us in 1995. Not only did she make us a
family; she also made us a Korean-American family. We have always made Korea a
part of our lives by going to Korean Culture Camp, eating Korean food, recognizing
Korean holidays, and even naming our dog Kimchi. In 2009 it was time for us to visit
Sophie’s Korea? to give her a chance to connect with her roots and to give us a chance
to get to know her homeland. Our roots tour was a journey of love and adventure. It
brought us all closer to Korea, it gave Sophie a strong sense of who she is and where
she comes from, and it brought our family closer together.
We traveled with three other families who adopted their children from Korea and a
social worker from our adoption agency, Spence-Chapin. We saw lots of wonderful
sights, but the emotional core of our trip came from Sophie’s ability to meet those who
loved and cared for her before she arrived home. In Seoul we met the foster mother
whose picture we have had since Sophie was first referred to us. To be able to see her
and hug her made Sophie’s beginnings seem real, and she knew for the first time in a
very concrete way that her life did not begin when she was carried off of the airplane.
We also had the joy of meeting her foster father, whose happiness at seeing what a
beautiful young woman Sophie had grown up to be was palpable.
Sophie was born in Busan. While there not only did we meet the foster mother and
grandmother who took such good care of her during her first month of life, but we got
to visit them in their home. Sophie saw the rooms she lived in, the cradle she swung in
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and the bed she slept in. Her foster mother was caring for two babies
when we visited. Sophie saw how they were loved and knew that her
beginnings were just like theirs.,
Never far from our thoughts, either at home or while in Korea, is
Sophie’s birthmother. We owe her such gratitude for her strength and
love that enabled her to make an adoption plan for Sophie so we could
have the privilege of being her parents. In Daegu we visited young
women who are going through the same struggle that Sophie’s
birthmother went through. These courageous women shared with us
their deep and abiding love for their unborn children, and showed
Sophie and the other children in our group how much their birthmothers loved them. The children
also understood that while their birthmothers will move ahead in their lives, they will never forget
their children. We hope that the women also saw how loved their children are and how very precious
they are to us, their parents. Sophie hopes to one day meet her birthmother. We hope that will be
possible. We were so fortunate to have the support and help of SWS’s caring social workers
throughout this journey. The kindness and professionalism they exhibited will stay with us forever
and we feel comforted to know that when the time arrives for Sophie to look for her birthfamily they
will also be at her side .
Sophie also felt that being in Korea gave her a much stronger sense of being Korean. At home, while
caught up in the day to day life of school, friends and sports, she often feels more ‘American’ and
feels that those around usually see just ‘Sophie’ and not necessarily ‘Sophie Sang Ah,’ a Korean girl.
In Korea, she was surrounded by people who looked like her, and for the first time she was in the
majority, and her parents were the minority. Even though she couldn’t speak the language, when
people saw her and assumed she spoke Korean, it gave her a sense of pride that, just like them, she is
Korean. She felt like she belonged and was at home. She intends to go back, and we will make that
possible. We all want to go back.
Finally, Sophie’s adoption journey came full circle. On the way home we escorted two beautiful
children on their journey to meet their parents. Sophie had the joy of giving one little girl to her new
mother, just as she was given to me 13 years ago. She will forever feel connected to that little girl,
and we hope to watch her grow over the years. Sophie now knows where she came from and found
her roots. We are all blessed to have taken this journey together.

with foster parents

with foster mother
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FamilyⅣ

While a parent brings up a
child to a grown-up, the
former actually becomes a
grown-up thanks to the
latter

LEE, Sook kyung(Soocial Worker, Domestic Adoption Department)

It was probably April when the fragrance of the spring sunlight hung in the air.
“Hi! How are you? I am So-and-so’s mom.”
She has changed a lot. She used to say, “I am Kim So-and-so.” Now she calls herself
So-and-so’s mom proudly.
She and her husband are adoptive parents in their late thirties who tried to have their
own child in vain, decided for adoption later on, received a two-month-old lovely son at
last, and live a happy and grateful life at present. 6 months after the child was adopted
to their family, I made a visit to their home. I could feel that they thought they should
have adopted him earlier and they had pride in the happiness brought by him as if their
faces had read boastingly, “Our son is a real genius.” Looking at the child doing cute
things in the arms of his mother, getting all of his parents' love, and looking more
lovely than before, I could not help feeling thankful to them for having given birth to a
life anew.
After a long talk with her, I hung up the phone.
What she said to me was:
“After we decided to adopt a child, we told our decision to our parents and relatives
who did not oppose it. As all of them lived a religious life for a long time, they
considered adoption to be fine. It was not until we actually became adoptive parents
that we got to know that even those who had seemed to have a good understanding of
adoption were sort of prejudiced in fact. When we take our son with us to family
gatherings on festive holidays, they would say, ‘He’s in luck indeed.’ and ‘How lucky
he is to meet good parents!’ We do not like to hear them say that way because such
words not only cause us to feel like they do not take our son to be our own child, but
also depress us.”
“But the love, joy, and happiness he brings to me are greater than the pain in my heart
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and make me conquer myself well. I feel like I become a grown-up thanks to my child rather than I
bring him up to a grown-up.” I was totally impressed by what she had said to me over the phone.
I was lost in thought after the conversation was over. People take it for granted that children living
with their parents are brought up with parental love and care. Nevertheless, I do not understand why
adopted children have to be vulnerable to such pain by the reason that they are adoptees. All children
deserve to be loved by their parents. To some degree, my relatives seemed to think biasedly that
difference exists anyway. Otherwise, they should not have said that way.
Many adoptive parents tend to take long and serious thought prior to adoption in fear of their failing
to treat adopted children without any discrimination like they do their birth children. On the contrary,
some adoptive parents say that once they adopt children, they distress themselves at the attitude of
mind which those around take in different way. As members of a family live on together, they are to
be much alike in character, appearances, speech, and behavior. People, however, do not seem to think
the same way. Although the family members all become much alike, their neighbors do not change
the angle of view. This phenomenon depresses me and I am torn by the likelihood that the children
will be hurt someday.
Adoptive parents coming to our agency apply for adoption from a lot of different motives. The
reasons why they want to adopt children may be that they are not able to have their own babies, they
follow the religious belief, they like to get more closely acquainted with their neighborhood, or
something else. There can be many reasons, but yet there is not any right answer in particular. If we
ask what brings you to apply for adoption, it is probably the case with that we ask why you became
parents. However many and various difficulties we may be faced with and however seriously we may
be frustrated and disheartened while we raise our children in a family setting, we can overcome all
hardships through the power of family. Family is the power that gives life to parental love toward
children and love demanding no reparation at all. Love will be all around in a family regardless of
adoption or non-adoption.
I wish to say something to those who are preparing for adoption and who have already adopted
children.
Please do not forget that adoption itself must not be a measure to tell an adopted child from a birth
child. It may not be easy to establish a family. It is not that difficult, though.
While adoptive parents have to submit themselves to sleep less taking care of a baby day and night,
the former and the latter together will be adjusted to a new way of living and stabilized little by little.
The mother and father will also become confident of success. Because they are family.
I feel very proud that I have been doing the work to find the most precious and special families for
the children entrusted to and protected by our agency. I feel grateful and rewarded when I see
adoptive parents living in happiness with their children and when I see the children doing cute things
more than enough in their arms. It is natural that one's child changes the lives of one's parents and it
is the first-ever happiest moment, and the awe-stricken moment as well, that man and wife become
parents. Happiness and awe will intersect at the same time. But I hope that more adoptive parents
will feel and enjoy the happiness brought by their children, and establish their family whose members
love each other.
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FamilyⅤ

With love in the heart,
we are family

PARK, Hwa Sook(Social Worker, Gwangju Babies' Reception Home)

I became a freshman when I was 24 years old, a little late for college. I remember that I
was a junior when I had the opportunity to visit Gwangju Babies’ Reception Home for
field study. On the third floor were the tiny little, pretty, and cute newborn babies with
limpid eyes sucking away at feeding bottles with relish. On the second floor, I saw the
children crawling about or sleeping soundly and the toddlers waddling about and doing
cute things to the social workers. On my way back home from there after field study, I
found myself having a feeling of regret rather than contentment and got to talk to
myself. “Why do many children have to lead their lives in the residential group home
instead of a family setting?”
Now that I was on the verge of graduation, I mulled over what specialty in the field of
social welfare would be appropriate to my aptitude and which way I would have to go
for my career in the future. After all deliberation, I made a decision to work for little
children. Soon after, Gwangju Babies’ Reception Home advertised for new workers
publicly and I applied for the position. I have been with the reception home since then.
What I got to realize while taking care of little children for myself at Gwangju Babies’
Reception Home is that they were always thirsty for love.
When I get to my office in the morning, I smile brightly at our children, say hello to
them, and make body contact as often as possible by stroking them, for instance, so that
I can give them my love. And I make contact softly to see if there are someone who
were injured yesterday and suffers from pain. I take necessary measures for injured
children, if any, by applying ointment and soothing them in order to make them feel
that they are being taken good care of. This is how a day at the babies’ home begins.
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I presume that minor things which have been too normal and commonplace to be of great
significance may have much influence on little children in terms of the formation of personality. I am
confident that the children of the babies' home can be more adaptable and happier with love though
they are not in a position to be raised by their parents and have to be under residential group care.
When it comes to ‘family’, a lot of people usually come up with blood ties. I think that the new
meaning of family in this new age must be different, though. We are family as long as there is love in
the heart of every member of Gwangju Babies’ Reception Home, even though our children have
different family names, birth parents, skin colors, and racial characteristics on top of that.
But it hurts me that I am not able to embrace that many children one by one all the time and to figure
each and every child out. Whenever I am faced with these limitations in reality, I come to hope that
our children will be adopted to good families that can be the prop and stay at all times when they are
in a tough and difficult situation.
I am much obliged to have been awarded the prize for exemplary staff at the ceremony held to
celebrate the 56th anniversary of Social Welfare Society, Inc. Personally I am glad and honored. On
the other hand, it sounds to be too much for me since I think I have to work better than ever. People
have their own occupation. As I not only feel grateful to my job first of all which, among so many
occupations, is most suitable to my aptitude, but also find the job worth doing, I am probably a happy
person.
I am greatly thankful for the meaningful award presented to me still wanting in ability and I am
committed to be a member of Social Welfare Society, Inc. always making every effort to do the tasks
assigned to me.
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FamilyⅥ

My workplace...
my other family

CHOI, Ji Sun(Nurse’s aide, Hansuh Hospital)

Seven years have already passed since I began to work at Hansuh Hospital of Social
Welfare Society, Inc. in 2004. And in January, 2010, I was awarded the Exemplary
Staff Prize at the ceremony held to celebrate the 56th Anniversary of Social Welfare
Society, Inc. With Hansuh Hospital of Social Welfare Society, Inc. are many other staff
members who are far better than I. I am totally grateful for having been awarded such a
great prize notwithstanding and feel much indebted to the president of Social Welfare
Society, Inc. and my colleagues for encouraging me to work with pleasure in the good
environment of this wonderful agency.
On this occasion, I thought back on my past years. The first day I started to work,
Hansuh Hospital was full of life. It did not take long to find myself busy receiving a
number of outpatients thronged into the hospital and helping the staff and clients with
health checkups. Soon I was aware that this hospital was somewhat different from
others, though.
It was extraordinary that there came many foster mothers with babies in their arms,
foreigners, and young mothers cuddling their newborn babies. Although I was in an
unfamiliar environment, I took the first step into it to realize my ideas of social welfare
including child welfare, sponsorship, and adoption.
Those who come to Hansuh Hospital are so kind as to care and ask about Social
Welfare Society, Inc. The staff of a certain company coming to the hospital to undergo
a medical examination bring piggy banks with them and a regular patient never stops
supporting though the amount is not so big. A deacon calling at the hospital to take care
of children voluntarily on Tuesdays drops in at the hospital administration department,
say good words, and leave donations behind. As these genial ties continue, I thank all
of them and I am very happy to work at this hospital.
Foster mothers who take care of our babies every day have a close and friendly relation
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with the hospital staff. They feel free to not only
ask us to let the babies take medicine and look
after them for a short time, but also brag that they
have received the pictures of the children who
were under their care. They shed tears when they
have to let go of children, whom they raised
wholeheartedly with love, to new homes for
adoption. Their tears will be sublimated into tears
of joy because families are born anew. Without
love and satisfaction, they would not be able to
take care of children devotedly until adoptions
are realized.
Young mothers looking sort of childish bring their babies for vaccinations with them, but are still
awkward at handing over the checkup pocketbooks of their babies probably because they know there
are many more to learn. They are unmarried mothers. With a diaper bag and a baby in their arms,
they seem to have some trouble. However, they are courageous mothers of new generation who can
ask questions in plain terms if they have any while raising their babies. The Planning and Public
Information Department provides unmarried mothers with support for medical expenses.
The period of seven years during which I have worked at the hospital may be long enough for a
certain mother raising her child by herself to freely ask me to issue a certificate verifying that her
child was properly vaccinated so that it can be submitted to a school as the child grows old to be a
new pupil. As soon as I send her a cell phone message to inform her of the dispatch of it, she flies a
heart to me. And, despite her difficulty in raising her child for herself, she extends her gratitude,
saying that the support given by SWS and Hansuh Hospital has been of great help. What a job worth
doing I am in!
As SWS is an adoption agency, we greet many foreigners. Many of them are prospective parents who
call at the intercountry department. They come in our agency with a smile on their lips and say hello.
They are always kind and good to us. So are we to them. When they get back after the completion of
adoption process, they never forget to make their farewells to us. Thus, they become family. I am
moved to tears when I see them return home with tears of joy and delight in their eyes holding a child
in their arms.
Among outpatients to be examined or treated, some are extraordinarily sensitive. There are also such
persons as to be too nervous or complain. I have learned from my experience that the hospital
becomes the favorite of these patients and clients provided I listen to their complaints and make
possible effort to meet their requests. My experience also teaches me that they open their minds when
I show concern at even their personal trifles. I do not always have to be excessively kind. If I
remember the names of outpatients often coming to the hospital or pay some attention to them, they
become contented.
Getting acquainted with persons of various types, I feel proud of my job and take much pleasure in
working at Hansuh Hospital of Social Welfare Society, Inc.
My colleagues working together at Hansuh Hospital are like my real family members. In fact, I spend
more time with them than with my family members. We all share joy and sorrow. When one of us is
painful, we console him or her and share the pain together. If something good happens to one, we all
share the joy together. The hospital staff caring for each other this way make me brace my energies.
I owe the president and my colleagues my thanks for their support that has enabled me to work with
pleasure in the good environment of this agency. I will do my best to keep working based on positive
attitude of mind, kindness, and devotion until the last day I am with Hansuh Hospital.
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Dear sponsors,
A student on scholarship
How are you?
To start with, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Social Welfare Society, Inc. and the
sponsors for having been extending help to me, a
freshman of a university, for a long time.
Although I could not afford the fees for private
tutoring institutes as well as expensive extra
classes because of the unfavorable financial
situation of my family, I was able to put my heart
into my studies since I did not have to be
restricted by financial problems thanks to your
continuous support.
As a result, I took more interest in my schoolwork and could keep my school records high. On top of
that, social workers’ affectionate attention and encouragement motivated my enduring and strongwilled challenges instead of abandonment.
All these were of much help especially to advance toward my future careers.
I once planned to put off applying for the state-run College Scholastic Aptitude Test and get
employment in spite my parents’ objection as I wanted to do something for the livelihood of my family
as early as possible. You were so considerate as to worry about the matter as if it had been yours and
advise on it. Obliged to your guidance, I took the exam and was admitted to a university which was the
best of all I had applied for admission to.
However, the joy that my success in the admission granted me became smaller and smaller in front of
the enormous amount of tuition fees. There was no one who could help me financially at the very time
and the amount was too big for me to make by working part-time. I was overwhelmed by my grave
concern before I walked on air as a freshman.
Now that I hear that Social Welfare Society, Inc. would award a scholarship to me, I feel my heart
already fluttering in anticipation of a new life of a freshman.
I think the best way for me as a university student to repay is never neglecting to do what I have to,
and doing my utmost as well. I promise to study hard so that I can bear fruits.
I am sure that the scholarships have certainly been the good opportunities for many students like me,
who fostered their dreams without yielding to the disadvantageous environment, to dream greater
dreams.
I commit myself to be a person sharing hopes and smiles with others. The good ties with Social
Welfare Society, Inc. will remain in my heart at all times.
Once again, I wish to extend my deep gratitude to all of those who have been the first in lending a
helping hand to me and helping me take a chance every time I was under the hard circumstances.

SWS News
While taking every step to become a mother,
she forgave her family and let the wound heal up.
She uttered her affection toward her mother and
family that she had hated and reproached awfully.

Busan Branch Office

'Beautiful Childbirth'
Shared with Sarangsaem
JANG, Sung Eun(Social Worker, Busan Branch Office)
There was a knock at the door.
Three o’clock early in the morning. Half sleep and half awake, I opened the door.
“Ma’am...”
“Yes, what happened?”
“Well, I have a pain in my stomach.”
I asked when she began to feel the pains. She said that she had begun to feel them in the
evening, but she had surmised it was pseudo-labor pains. I let her lie on the left in a
comfortable posture and checked up the labor cycle. She was laboring every eight to nine
minutes regularly. Before I went downstairs to my office, I asked her roommate who was
watching her with concern to help her make preparations for hospitalization. I made a phone
call to the hospital to inform that one of our unmarried mothers was laboring with child and
got her maternity pocketbook, health insurance card, and personal belongings ready. The
mother-to-be came downstairs. I drove a car to the hospital with her sitting in the back seat.
She tried to stand her labor pains by clenching her teeth. I felt myself pressed for time. I sent
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her into the delivery room and went through the formalities
necessary for hospitalization. I saw the hospital staff
checking up her labor pains in the delivery room. I was told
that I might leave her in the hospital and go home. I went in
the delivery room to ease her mind before I leave the
hospital. Her face overwhelmed by fear and her groan with
pain made me hard to step out of the room. Her sudden
labor brought her to the hospital that early in the morning. I
was really sorry that I could not reach a volunteer who
would be able to hold her hand and stand by her until she
was delivered of a baby. And I was sorry that I left her alone
in the hospital. I could not feel at ease until the hospital
informed me that she had been delivered of her child safely.
It was my first-ever experience in caring for a woman of
Sarangsaem in her confinement since I started to work at the
group home of unmarried mothers.
Childbirth would be the most significant experience of a
woman throughout her life. Positive experience in bearing a
child may enhance her pride and satisfaction, and also form
identity in a right direction. On the contrary, anxiety is the
most common reaction that pregnant women on the verge of
childbirth show. If anxiety is not eased, it can affect the
process of childbirth and cause a difficult delivery and
complications. Negative experience in childbirth may
impress a horrid seal on one’s heart. It is very important to
ease anxiety so that a mother and her unborn child can keep
healthy and she can give birth safely.
According to <the Result of the Research on the Current
Status of Unmarried Mothers and Their Desires> which the
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family conducted in
August, 2005 for 238 women staying in 11 group homes of
unmarried mothers across the nation, most of them as
teenagers had to undergo the process of pregnancy to
childbirth by themselves under the circumstances that
almost all social relations were broken off.
693 young mothers-to-be entered Sarangsaem during the
period from 2003 to 2009 and 588 (84.8%) out of them went
through the process of childbirth. Most of the mothers of the
group home are afraid of unfamiliar environment, labor, and
delivery when they are hospitalized for their childbirth. A
bunch of mothers who answered the questionnaires at the
time of entering the group home had negative feelings such
as ‘pain’, ‘fear’, and the like at the thought of delivery. A
mother who was supposed to undergo a Caesarean
operation, happening to watch the news on TV that a
woman had died after her Caesarean birth, stayed gloomy
until she went to hospital in order to bear her child. As she
expected her baby shortly, she had difficulty even in leading
a daily life with concern over her baby’s health and in fear
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of labor pains to experience firsthand. She also felt guilty of
the decision she had made for the adoption of her baby and
grew restless with concern over her unprepared child care,
which caused these and those problems frequently. A
program to ease anxiety before and after childbirth was
considered to be necessary, accordingly.
We understood that unmarried mothers’ anxiety were
attributable to lack of confidence in safe childbirth, negative
perception of childbirth, want of supporters, and pending
decision on children’s future, and mapped out the program
to ease anxiety. While the program was carried out, we
often suffered trial and error in relation with supporters’
participation in childbirth. Irregular childbirth caused
supporters to have difficulty in doing proper activities and
disturbed professional nurses in making friends with
mothers. To work it out, we began to carry out the program
dubbed ‘Beautiful Childbirth’ with the support of Busan
Metropolitan City in 2008 and Busan Chapter of
Community Chest of Korea in 2009.
To start with, the program ‘Beautiful Childbirth’ set out to
implement the education of how to prepare for childbirth.
Anxiety is mostly brought by lack of knowledge, which
results in ineffective action. The education of how to
prepare for childbirth helped expectant mothers ease anxiety
and have a positive attitude toward childbirth.
Secondly, the program encouraged expectant mothers to
utilize social support systems so that they could take the
initiative in making a decision on the future of their
children. On top of that, it not only helped expectant
mothers, who had decided to raise their children for
themselves, get necessities ready for their daily living with
their children, but also advised expectant mothers, who had
decided for adoption of their children, to prepare gifts and
letters to be given to their children. Thus, they could ease
their anxiety and guilt following their decision for their
children’s future. To mothers who were delivered of a baby,
we prepared presents so as to help them take childbirth as

positive experience.
Thirdly, supporters who were educated in advance on
childbirth and nursing took part in childbirth. They entered
Sarangsaem to get through the education given by a
professional lecture, which was designed to teach how to
help a woman in her confinement. Through the education
prior to childbirth, supporters could extend more effective
help to mothers in experiencing childbirth safely and
enhancing positive perception of it.
As the result of this program, unmarried mothers of
Sarangsaem gave marks in their confidence in childbirth,
which went up by 18.8% with an increase of 10.4 points
from 55.3 before education to 65.7 after education. In
contrast, anxiety lowered by 26% with a decrease of 9.7
points from 36.7 before education to 27 after education.
This result shows that the implementation of the program
not only affected the change in their perception of
childbirth, but also was positively influential in the process
of childbirth. Sarangsaem presented Busan Chapter of
Community Chest of Korea a proposal to continue this
program. Chosen as the second-year program for the year
2010, the program is under way.
In a woman’s life, childbirth is the most significant
experience.
To some women, though, it may not be a blessing. There are
some expectant mothers who only wants days to go by fast.
Sarangsaem has always hoped to get such women to
perceive the fact that childbirth is a beautiful blessing. This
is what we proceed with the program for.
Here is a mother who participated in the program.
She is 21-year-old Yang, So-and-so (to be referred as Ct
hereinafter) who entered the group home of Sarangsaem and
attended the program. Before coming in Sarangsaem, Ct
went about with a man for some time, but not long, and got
pregnant. She was not aware of her pregnancy early enough,
though. She did not feel like keep having a date with him.
They did not get in touch with each other for some time.
One day she heard through one of his colleagues at work

that he had been killed in a traffic accident. It was 7 months
gone with child that she became aware that she was
pregnant. As she was not in touch with her father and
stepmother, she only let her younger sister know of her
pregnancy, began to look for a place to get help from.
Finally, she found and entered Sarangsaem.
When Ct came in Sarangsaem, she had health trouble which
was caused by toxemia of pregnancy, renal failure, edemas
of the lungs and legs, and high blood pressure. And she was
in a state of confusion as she repeatedly undergo emotional
conflict after she decided to let her child be adopted in
consideration of its future. Having the problems with her
health, she participated in the program and was provided
with proper health care continuously. At long last, she
succeeded in being delivered of her baby easily. In the
meantime, she searched the social support networks. At the
same time, she figured out her problems to solve and
mapped out the objectives for her change while in
Sarangsaem. Out of her family members and relatives, she
chose her sister and aunt as social supporters. After
discussing the future of her child with them, she made up
her mind prior to her childbirth to let go of her child for
adoption. After she gave birth to her child, she suffered
emotional difficulty caused by separation anxiety. But yet
she said she did not regret her decision. She is now out of
Sarangsaem and attends a beauty school to learn beauty art
with the help of her family members.
Carrying out the program, I felt that there were still many
difficulties that would have to be weeded out and I learned
by trial and error that I should study more. However, I feel
that I am full with pride when I see our young mothers get
back to society and walk tall after they got through the
whole process of childbirth successfully.
I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the professional
lecturers, young mothers of Sarangsaem, social network
supporters, and sponsors for being together in this
program.

Gwangju Branch Office
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They did not know what a mother was
until they became mothers
KIM, Ok Jin(Culture and Art Programmer)
To the mothers who entered My House (Woori-jip), what does family look like?
The other day, the class with the refreshments served was over. I looked at a young mother
who was folding the wrappers of candies, which were already taken, one after one into shape
of a tiny pasteboard card. Being aware that I was looking at her, she said with a smile that she
folded them unwittingly though she had hated it because her father used to urge her to fold
every wrapper that way before throwing them away. Abruptly and often, mothers find the
look of the family from the look and behavior of themselves. They find themselves nagging
at their children as their mothers abominably nagged at them.
Mothers of My House meet their families in their hearts when they are in a sweat to hold
their children in their arms. Most of them cannot step up to their families right at the moment
though they need their families desperately. To them who stand all by themselves in this

situation, the family not only reminds them of resentment,
guilt, and unrest, but also changes to be the object of
missing.
There are many cases where they were not brought up in
ordinary families. Many of them grew up amid family
trouble such as parents’ marital discord, violent father, and
divorce, or in institutional facilities. To them, the meaning
of family seemed to be the wound that would not heal up.
However, we often see the case of granulation at the wound
which were not likely to heal up. This happens when they
have a new life in them. There was a mother who used to sit
in silence with a depressed look, drew a number of small
ribbons, clipped a cut of a woman, who looked like her with
a hat worn around her head, from a magazine, and filled it
up in grey and violet. While taking every step to become a
mother, she forgave her family and let the wound heal up.
She uttered her affection toward her mother and family that
she had hated and reproached awfully.
All the members of My House become mothers. They get
away from the eyes of the world and live in My House to
care for their unborn babies. Like their mothers did, they
dream a good dream for their unborn babies, feel the
quickening, and get to know what a mother is. They
appreciate and understand it this way, and become mothers.
They think over what names to give to their children, put
ultrasonic pictures of their children within sight, and
recollect their childhood like their mothers did. Then, they
put their yearning and love for their families in the container
of forgiveness.
Going through the course of becoming a mother, they
relieve themselves from the pain and wound, which remain
stiff somewhere in their hearts, by virtue of family and get
to know what a family is. Going through the course of
becoming a mother, they realize that their families were the
only reliable fence for them and that they hurt their families
since they wanted to be recognized and loved, and let the
wound heal up.

Now that they are to be mothers, they intend to give a cry to
those who are becoming mothers: No other mother in the
world is so courageous and cool as you.
Young unmarried mothers who let go of their children
somewhere else, but cannot let go of them from their hearts
are very sad to see children walking in the street with their
mothers hand in hand and chattering cheerfully, and think of
the hundredth day and birthday of their children so as to be
always together though their children are away from them.
They feel sorry all the more for being unable to recall the
faces of their children vividly after a lapse of several years.
They live, missing their children whom they gave birth to
for the first time in their lives and feeling sorry even after
starting a new home and become a mother.
They live a life, trying to find excuses to forgive themselves
every day. I would like to tell them that they need to forgive
themselves like they forgave their families and mothers.
A young unmarried mother began to write a letter to be read
by adoptive parents: ‘I am the mother, nay, the woman who
gave birth to this child.’ Young unmarried mothers are too
strict with themselves to feel free to write even the single
word, mother, and forgive themselves. The only thing they
can do is to pray for their children’s happiness. They think
they cannot be merely sad mothers who let go of their
children. They take themselves as bad mothers who let go of
their children.
I long for them to absorb their sadness more than enough
and let it go away.
They had to put up with the cold eye to keep their children.
They prayed for their children countless times. They took
thought for their children and shed tears innumerable times.
For their children's happiness, they had to make a decision
to give up becoming a mother though they knew they would
not be able to forgive themselves through life. So, they want
to remain as sad mothers who did not live for the good of
themselves, but for the good of their children in the name of
a mother like other mothers did. I eagerly wish them to put
aside the name, sad mother, be a little less sad for
themselves, dream of humble happiness for themselves, and
talk to themselves that they are beautiful mothers.
I hope that children will grow up happily with love of the
mothers who called them into being and who have been
bringing them up, and I pray that young mothers may
become happy mothers.
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Seoul
The 56th Anniversary
Ceremony

On Jan. 19(Tue), the ceremony to
celebrate the 56th Anniversary of
Social Welfare Society, Inc. was
held on the 4th floor of the Guest
House of our agency. Many
people including the executives
and staff members of our agency, and the sponsors and volunteers
who have extended much help to us participated in the ceremony to
glorify the anniversary.
At this ceremony, the Plaque of Appreciation was presented to
Shinhan Card, UBS, Youngmin consturction, FotoBambini, and eLitecom Co., Ltd. all of which have been of great help to our agency.
9 staff members including Yong Soon Chung, assistant department
manager in the Planning and Public Information Department, who had
been with our agency for 25 years were cited for their long service
and 2 staff members were awarded the prizes for exemplary staff.

Birthday party for children in foster families
The restaurant was so kind as to arrange the birthday party for the
children who were waiting for adoption under the care of foster
families.
On Jan. 21(Thur.), the first birthday party was given. While Spacehue
gave support so that each and every child meeting their birthdays
could make good memories, there were volunteers who kindly took
the children's pictures commemorative of the birthday party. We
highly appreciate their kindness.

Sharing the New Year’
s
best
A ceremony took place at 3 o’
clock p.m., Feb. 5(Fri.), where
Boryung Foundation of Boryung
Group presented our agency with
the New Year’
s best for our
children. Saeng Hyeon Cho,
standing director of Boryung Foundation promised to keep his care
and love for our children continuously and said that he was glad to
be able to participate in the significant event. About 700 pieces of
Chocolat baby articles presented to our agency will be used for the
healthy growth of our children. We thank the executives and staff
members of Boryung Foundation for being very kind to Social Welfare
Society, Inc.

Awarding scholarships
At 2 o’
clock p.m., Feb. 22 (Mon.),
the ceremony to award the
scholarships to 5 juveniles took
place in the Guest House of our
agency so as to encourage their
studies. Jeong Kil Lee, the
President of the SWS
Sponsorship Committee encouraged them to do their best whatever
they might do.
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As part of the scholarship services which Social Welfare Society, Inc.
commenced in 1965, tuition fees for college have been provided to
many juveniles of poor families in the low-income brackets who could
not afford to continue their studies due to the economic hardships.
Our agency will continue this service to encourage their hopes so
that our juveniles will not give up their studies due to a
disadvantageous family environment.

Amsa Rehabilitation Center
An outing
On Jan. 21(Thur.), 2010, our
children along with the volunteers
took a train to make a tour round
Taebaeksan (mountain) where
they enjoyed the snowy
landscapes.

Graduation and
admission
The little kid Gwanu graduated
from the kindergarten and was
admitted to the elementary
school. Ji-Su got into the middle
school and Na-Yeon, Yu-Jin,
and Dong-Jin graduated from
middle school to become smart high-school students raising high
hopes.
Seung-Beom and Seong-Min came to the graduation ceremony and
met their friends after a long separation. Gwang-Seok, graduating
from the high school, is taking vocational training with a view to
preparing to advance into society.
We hope that each member of the Amsa family going up to the
higher grade and becoming older brothers and sisters will hold their
teachers in respect and grow healthy into bright and sound men and
women.

Gangdong-gu Day Care Center
Opening ceremony
On Feb. 26(Fri.), we opened
Gangdong-gu Day Care Center
whose management was
entrusted to our agency. It is a
shelter set up in the residential
area of Cheonho-dong in order
to care for senior citizens in their
dotage as the first day care center in Seoul of its kind.
Approximately 200 guests were present at the opening ceremony
which ended successfully with much care and encouragement given
to us.
Starting with the performance of singing folk songs, the ceremony
opened splendidly and was followed by the congratulatory addresses
by the guests, the plate-hanging event, and so on.
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Gangdong-gu Day Care Center will provide a wide range of
necessary services to not only senior citizens suffering from the
diseases such as dementia and strokes that certainly make it hard for
them to lead a normal life but also their families supporting them. This
center is committed to embrace such senior citizens and their families
with never-ending love and serve the community heartily and
devotedly .
We thank all the guests for having been together at the opening
ceremony and wish for their deep concern and support.

Busan
The Letter from Angels VII“Embrace”
The photo exhibition by the photographer Cho Seihon, the Letter from
Angels VII“Embrace”
, took place in the gallery on the 6th floor of the
Lotte Department Busan Main Store. Feb. 5 (Fri.) through Feb. 18
(Thur.), it remained open for 14 days and it was a great success. As
the photo exhibition was held annually and the 7th this year, many
people already knew of it and some were regular visitors coming in
every year. The visitors took much interest in each and every piece
of photo work and felt free to ask a lot of questions about what they
were curious to know. And they sincerely hoped that the children
would find and live with good families as soon as possible.

Adoptive families’
gathering in February
Under the auspices of Adoptive
Families’Gathering of Busan,
Ulsan, and Gyeongnam, the
adoptive families got together in
the education hall of Shinbusan
Presbyterian Church on Feb. 6
(Sat.) with the aim of exchanging information and enhancing mutual
friendship among adoptive families. The staff members of our agency
who were in charge of adoption service and about 40 adoptive
families residing in the area of Busan and Gyeongnam Province
participated in the gathering to have a friendly talk and attend the
lecture on how to bring up a child in an adoptive family. The
adoptive families had a good time talking about many things
cheerfully since they were together after a long interval.

Sarangsaem

entertainers. And they felt like praying that their unborn children might
look as good as the lead actor in the movie. It seems that the more
the opportunity for cultural experience increases, the more lively the
Sarangsaem mothers become.

Volunteer work
Sometimes we, the staff members of Sarangsaem, are faced with
troubles which, for instance, take physical strength or relate to
maintenance of facilities, so we cannot manage them for ourselves.
Then, we think of the men as a matter of course. They are the navy
men from the equipment battalion stationed in Busan. The ties
between the naval forces and Sarangsaem was established in 2007.
Since then, they have done volunteer work. On Feb. 4(Thur.), 10 navy
men came to us and did hard work in order to help prepare the
opening of the photo exhibition. We feel always thankful to you, navy
men!

The hundredth day party
A party for the babies of
Sarangsaem who met the
hundredth day after born was
thrown. They shared the
congratulatory cake, fruits, and
bread. The director of
Sarangsaem gave them pretty
presents and the Sarangsaem family including the unmarried mothers
and the staff members congratulated them together. They went to
Banana Studio that took pictures commemorative of their hundredth
day and presented them with frames. Thank Banana Studio all the
sponsors for helping them enjoy themselves.

Huimangsaem
Visiting a pet dog farm
On Jan. 5 (Tue.), the mothers of
Huimangsaem went for an outing
to a pet dog farm located in
Gangseo-gu, Busan. As they
were long interested in beauty
art for pet dogs, they carefully
listened to Professor Myeong Jin
Cho giving full explanation about the beauty art and the beauty care
set to them. Spending hours with many dogs there, they could have
a time to think to themselves whether the beauty art would be
appropriate to their aptitudes.

Learning by cultural
experience
The mothers of Sarangsaem went
to the KBS Hall to watch‘16.7
Concert’on Jan. 21 (Thur.) and to
the Busan Citizens’Hall to see
the movie‘Jeonuchi’on Feb. 22
(Mon.). After having delicious food
in a pizza restaurant in Gwangbok-dong in the evening, they headed
for Kosin University located in Yeong-do, where they viewed the
winter sea and wonderful trees and took some pictures. At the 16.7
Concert, they had much fun watching a bunch of famous

Undergoing a free health
checkup
On Jan. 23 (Sat.), a free health
checkup was implemented in
Dong-A University Medical
Center under the sponsorship of
KNN's 'Open Clinic Well'. The
Huimangsaem mother, who had
not been in a position to pay attention to their health due to their
economic hardships and child care, participated in the checkup
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program so that they would get a break to go through a health
checkup and take necessary action for keeping themselves healthy.
They could see if they were okay with their health by undergoing the
overall checkup covering blood test, bone densitometry,
ultrasonography, and consultation with the home doctoring specialists.

Daegu
Presentation of domestic
adoption
On Jan. 30(Sat.), the presentation
of domestic adoption took place
with an eye to fostering special
interest in domestic adoption in
the community, promoting
domestic adoption, and sharing
practical information useful to child care and adoption with
prospective parents.

Ingater
Ceremony to celebrate
the removal of Ingater, a
group home for
unmarried mothers and
their children
Ingater of Social Welfare Society,
Inc., which was established on
Dec. 12, 2006 in a bid to provide
unmarried mothers and their children in a hard environment with
support for relaxation in a warm shelter, self-reliance education, child
care, and consultation, purchased a building and completed the
expansion of its capacity on Jan. 28(Thur.), so as to accommodate 14
households (28 persons). As a result, more unmarried mothers than
before can prepare for self-reliance under the proper protection in
the cozy shelter. On the same day, we held a ceremony to celebrate
the expansion of the new home. Ingater will make every effort to
keep unmarried mothers and their children from the cold eye of the
outside and help each of them establish a sound family.

Greeting the lunar New
Year’
s Day
On the greatest national holiday
that fell on Feb. 11(Thur.), all the
family members of Ingater got
together to hold the event of
‘sharing affection together’
.
Though the mothers of Ingater
were busy receiving the education of self-reliance and taking care of
their children, they were together to exchange presents, say good
words, and spend the holiday in good spirits playing the interesting
games together.
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Hyerimwon
Greeting the lunar New
Year’
s Day
On Feb 11(Thur.), we enjoyed the
event of‘sharing affection
together’on the lunar New Year’
s Day. All the family members of
Hyerimwon got together to make
mandu, play yut and quiz games,
and say good words to each other. We had fun doing various
recreation. Please be kind enough to pray that our unmarried
mothers may be merry and happy in 2010.

Hands-on experience in
hopes of‘catching a job’
On Feb. 26(Fri.), the unmarried
mothers went for an outing to
gain hands-on experience in
hopes of‘catching a job’which
was part of the program
supported by Daegu Chapter of
Community Chest of Korea. They went to a baking-and-confectionary
school in order to experience the skill, evaluate their aptitudes, and
enhance their challenging spirit. They said that the hands-on
experience in baking and confectionary had taken much more effort
and energy than expected, but they had enjoyed themselves learning
many things with pleasure.

Gwangju
Gwangju Babies’Reception Home
Happy Eye Clinic 21’
s
ophthalmic checkup for
baby angels
On Jan. 7(Thur.), the special
visitors opened the door of
Gwangju Babies’Reception
Home greeting the New Year.
After a long silence, the Babies’
Reception Home was full of life as Director Geun Oh Kim and the
medical team of Happy Eye Clinic 21 made their visit to conduct
ophthalmic checkups for our children like they did year after year
with the aim of taking care of the children's pretty eyes and helping
them see the world brightly and clearly.
The director and medical team of Happy Eye Clinic 21 said that,
despite their tight schedule, they could be energized more by the
children's happy smiles and laughter. Thank you for your kindness.

Edelweiss Nursery at the ceremony to deliver the
funds from‘Piling up Coins of Love’
On Feb. 18(Thur.), the friends from Edelweiss Nursery came to the
Babies’Reception Home in order to deliver their love greater than
ever to our baby angels again this year.
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Promenade of the Season

The coins they collected
wholeheartedly are to be utilized
for getting articles necessary for
our babies’use. Edelweiss
Nursery promised to keep
conducting the campaign of
‘Piling up Coins of Love’
.

year, Uijeongbu Babies’Home
launched the birthday program to
be carried out every month. The
children and staff members of the
Babies’Home participate in
birthday parties to share love
together as if they all were a real
family.
We thank the staff of Johnson and Johnson Korea Ltd. for the
support in holding various birthday events for our children.

My House (Woori-jip)
Making friends with
books -Sansu Library
Program
Starting from January, a bus of
Sansu Library calls on the little
moms at My House every
Tuesday in a bid to lend books
to them.
In the large bus are a variety of books including new novels, Internet
novels, collections of essays, books for qualification exams for school
entrance, biographies of great men, fairy-tale books, and cookbooks.
The little moms spend a week talking about the books they read and
exchanging their opinions lively as to what kind of books they like to
borrow next time. This way, all the staff and little moms of My House
wait for the bus coming next week.
The little moms who hesitated to select books for starters are now
busy picking up the books they want to read and befriending them.
They say that reading books is also good for prenatal training. We
are thankful to the staff of Sansu Library for coming to us in spite of
the snowy and cold weather.

Uijeongbu Seniors’
Club
Playing yut to greet the
First Full Moon Day
On Feb. 24 (Wed.), our seniors
played a game of yut in
Uijeongbu Senior Citizens’Center
to bring in the First Full Moon
Day (Feb. 28), a traditional
Korean holiday.
The director of the Center announced the opening of the game in
which approximately 100 seniors participated. Win or lose, they had
fun and burst into a fit of laughter over and over. At the end of the
close game, the ranking from first place to fourth was settled and the
game ended with plentiful prizes awarded.
Irrespective of the ranking, all our senior citizens participating in the
yut game spent a day enjoying themselves.

Uijeongbu Senior Citizens’
Center
Keunsol Nursery at the
ceremony to deliver the
funds from‘Piling up
Coins of Love’and the
guardian angel
certificates
On Feb. 1(Mon.), 150 children of
Keunsol Nursery who had
participated in the campaign‘Piling up Coins of Love’were present
at the ceremony to deliver to My House the piggy banks stuffed with
the coins which their cute little hands had collected heartily for a year
or so. As a token of appreciation, My House presented the Certificate
of Guardian Angel to the children of Keunsol Nursery so that they
can cherish the preciousness of sharing together as they grow
bigger with time. The gift of money will be used for the good
purposes.

Gyeonggi
Uijeongbu Babies’Home
Jolly birthday party
Supported by Johnson and Johnson Korea Ltd. and starting from this

Popcake Business Club
making happiness
Uijeongbu Seniors' Club operates
'Popcake Business Club’as a
new venture in 2010 with a view
to providing our seniors of 60
years and over with the
opportunity of working and
participating in the community. The members of the Popcake
Business Club pop grain including rice so that the folks in the
community can take healthy food.
They sell popped grain cakes at the vending machines installed at
the places with a floating population such as public institutions of
Uijeongbu City and private restaurants. All proceeds are used to raise
the fund for employment of senior citizens. The club is committed to
help them find chances to work.

Making a cleaning service agreement with Hoeryong
Elementary School
As an agency arranging jobs for the senior citizens in Uijeongbu,
Uijeongbu Seniors’Club connects them to public institutions of
Uijeongbu City and private enterprises as well as stores in
marketplaces. This year the Seniors’Club operates Uijeongbu Branch
of Gyeonggi Workplaces of Hope which is the corporation run by
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Gyeonggi Province and thus,
tries to take the lead in protecting
the interests of senior citizens. In
Mar, 2010, an agreement on the
service of cleaning lavatories was
made between the Seniors' Club
and Hoeryong Elementary School
in Uijeongbu, which was the firstever agreement of its kind. A senior will go to Hoeryong Elementary
School to clean 18 lavatories.
The respected senior will work hard for dreamful children. Cheer up,
please!
Uijeongbu Seniors’Club will make every effort to be an organization
helping a number of senior citizens in the community enjoy the
pleasure of working.
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have dreamed a big dream. The dream has been that they would be
able to read books every day. To the effect that we make the dream
of our angel-like children come true, we set up a book cafe in the
romping room and aisle of the auditorium.
They like it so much. On top of that, they scramble for a seat on the
sofas which were presented to the Babies' Home as a Christmas gift
last year and placed in the book cafe. How nice it will be for them to
realize their New Year's dream that they will take part in the World
Children's Concentration Olympiad and glorify Korea like Yuna Kim
did.

Little Moms’Nest
Completion of Hue House
built with ocher brick

Uijeongbu-3-dong day care center
Silvery Sarangchae
Weekly service program
- Nail art and massage
to keep hands healthy
Starting from 2010, the weekly
service program which has been
carried out by Uijeongbu-3-dong
Day Care Center‘Silvery
Sarangchae’transformed. On
Feb. 25(Thur.), the volunteers from the outside made a visit to the Day
Care Center to beautify the hands of our seniors with nail art and
make their hands healthy by massaging them. All the seniors had fun
bragging of their hands.“Twinkling hands! Twinkling smiles!”

Weekly service program - Birthday party
On Feb. 26 (Fri.), a birthday party for the seniors frequenting the Day
Care Center was thrown. They had a good time taking food with
gusto, including the rice cakes made by seniors and the birthday
cake, fruits, and beverages prepared by the Day Care Center.
“Happy birthday to our seniors!”Long live in good health and great
happiness!"

Jeonnam
Ewha Babies’Home
Book Start Program of
Ewha Book Cafe
The improvement of the
concentration of the Ewha
Babies’ Home children is
attributable to the use of Doctor
Shichida and Doctor Bug as
teaching aids. The Ewha children

Hue House for the group home
was completed. It was built with
ocher brick and old pine trees
good for health care before and
after childbirth. It is a palace-like
building which keeps the strong
suit of both an ocher-brick house
and a hanok (traditional Koreanstyle house) and is representative
of Social Welfare Society, Inc. The
inner walls were made of raw
ocher, while the outer walls were
made of burned ocher. The fresh
smell of pine trees are spread in
the inner space as the walls were
made of raw ocher and the
ceiling was made of old pine
trees and raw timber. The floor
was also made of environmentfriendly materials using old pine
trees. Our little moms in their
teens can scarcely have been
treated by good parents or in good homes while growing up.
However, they will overcome the severe loneliness that they have
suffered and recover the self-respect that has sunk deep.

Why are their eyes
bloodshot? - It’
s
because of academic
aspirations for college
entrance
Our little moms are strong-willed.
They read that many books and
study terribly hard. It causes their
eyes redden. They could not complete their school requirements. And
yet they dream that they will be college students. They challenge the
qualification exam for college entrance since they have a strong
desire to open up a future anew and become proud mothers in front
of their children. To help them attain their goals, both National Passers
Alumni Association and Edwill provided them with the textbooks for
the lectures on and off Internet. And the student volunteers of
Dongshin University play the role of teachers for our little moms. The
qualification exam is slated for August, 2010.

Trip story

Notes of the trip to Turkey where
the cultures of the East and
the West coexist

The winners of the C1 Social Worker Prize were provided the opportunity of visiting Turkey as a supplementary prize. With the support
of the C1 Welfare Foundation established in 2005 by Daesun Co., Ltd which is a native enterprise of Busan, the Busan Association of
Social Workers awards the C1 Social Worker Prize in a bid to encourage social workers in the region of Busan. In 2009, 20 social
workers in total were awarded the 4th C1 Social Worker Prize. While money was the supplementary prize for the winners in 2007, the
opportunity of making a trip to Southeast Asia was that for the winners in 2008. Now that the prize winners in 2009 had a chance to
make a trip to Turkey, the former winners were green with envy. The trip was scheduled to continue for 8 days from the 22nd to 29th
of November and make a tour through Cappadocia, Antalya, Pamukkale, Ephesus, Sirince, and Istanbul. It takes 12 hours to go from
Korea to Turkey by plane and 10 hours to come back. There is a seven-hour time difference between two countries.

PARK, Sung Hee(Director, SWS Busan Branch Office)
Many Koreans are inclined to think that they call Turkey the country of brotherhood because
it dispatched a large number of troops to help Korea during the Korean War and I was also
one of those who thought this way. I am now aware that the real reason is different. We know
that, back in old times, there was an empire by the name of Dolgweol which is also
pronounced as Turk. Linguistically, Goguryeo and Dolgweol are considered to have been in
the Altaic language family. The two countries formed an alliance and were on intimate and
good terms with each other. After Dolgweol was ruined by the Uighur Empire, the survivors
among the Turks moved westward and founded the empire of Osman Turk at last. In ancient
times when Dolgweol and Goguryeo maintained close and friendly relations, both of them
used to call each other the country of brotherhood. The descendants of those who eventually
settled down in the land of Turkey of today still take it for granted to call Koreans, the
posterity of Goguryeo, the people of the country of brotherhood.

The House with a Large Garden 2010 Spring

Turkey has an area of approximately 800,000 square
kilometers with a population of about 70,000,000
inhabitants and 99 percent of the people are Muslims.
Historically the Christian culture in the period of the Roman
Empire and the Islamic culture of the Ottoman Empire are
mingled in this country. As a matter of course, there are a
lot of historic relics and religious sites ranging all over the
land. As Turkey owned 7 world cultural heritages of
UNESCO, the English historian Arnold. J. Toynbee
(1889~1975) said that Turkey was the country like a living
outdoor museum where the civilization of humankind
breathed.
I am going to give you a brief presentation of the
representative attractions and historic sites in Turkey which
I could make a tour round.
Cappadocia is located on the road leading to the Silk Road
in the middle of Anatolia Plateau which crowds of caravans
used to come and go until modern times. The size of the
area including Nevsehir, Pasabag, Devrent Valley,
Goereme, and Uchisar is about a quarter of South Korea
(25,000 square kilometers). A great number of towering
rocks of fantastic shape spread wide in this land piled up
with reddish brown, white, and orange-colored strata layer
by layer. This strange shape was created by the volcanic
rocks and lava beds which were caused by the volcanic
ashes and lava heaped up and solidified at a height of a few
hundred meters after the eruption of the mountains
including Mount Erciyes (3,917m). This place is uniquely
beautiful, so that it was used as a location for shooting the
movie Star Wars and inspired the mushroom house to
appear in the Smurf series, the animated films made in the
United States. Meanwhile, Cappadocia was the residential
site of the Christians who had fled from the Muslim
community in order to keep the faith. When they were
attacked by the Islamic kingdom again in the late 6th
century, however, they had to cave rock, excavate holes, and
construct an underground city where they led a religious
life.
Derinkuyu which means’a deep well' is the biggest among
the underground cities found in the area of Cappadocia. It
has about 20 levels with a living capacity of 30,000 persons.
For tourists’ safety, they are currently allowed to go down
as deep as 55 meters under the ground to reach the 8th level.
When stepping into the inside, they meet the passages which
connect with each other like a spider’s web and are so
narrow that only one person can walk through. Thus their
living spaces on every level are linked together. Each space
for daily living is laid out round the well dug down
perpendicularly and the ventilation shaft. The remains such
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as kitchens with their ceilings smoked, stalls with troughs in
place, wine and oil presses, grain stores, churches, and a
religious school are seen. There is also a lot where criminals
used to be punished with both hands tied to a stone pillar.
The trip to Antalya, the city for relaxation in the
Mediterranean, begins with a tour along Kaleici. Kaleici
whose meaning is ‘the inside of a castle' is the rampart 4.5
kilometers long, which surrounds the port. In the castle are a
variety of tourist attractions including Hadrianus’ Arch built
to commemorate the passing of the Roman Emperor
Hadrianus; the fluted Yivli Minaret; Hidirlik Kulesi Tower;
old houses; and the port.
At Marina Port, tourists can get on board a cruise ship
making a voyage along the shore of Antalya and enjoy
themselves watching the beauties of the Mediterranean Sea
leisurely.
Pamukkale, which stands for a cotton castle, looks like a hill
with its surface completely covered with snow when it is
looked from a distance. As a matter of fact, there is an openair natural hot spring that was formed by the hot water
comprising the elements of calcium oxide. The water flew
down from the top of mountains for thousands of years to
collect and form a puddle which is the hot spring. This hot
spring boasts of its long history and reputation, as it has
been said that Cleopatra of Egypt made a visit here. To their
disappointment, however, people now have to content
themselves with dipping their feet in the lukewarm spring
water for a little while because the nearby hotels drew and
used the hot spring water, which had once overflowed the
ridges, too much for their business purposes as Pamukkale
began to be developed into a tourist resort on a large scale
during the last century. As a result, the water is almost dried
up.
The hilly districts over the hot spring area are studded with
the historic sites of Hierapolis, the city set up by King
Eumenes of the Pergamun Kingdom. On the plain at the
breast of a gently slant hill remain the Apollonian temple,

dwelling sites, and tombs of various types. In 1988,
Pamukkale and the sites of Hierapolis were registered at
UNESCO at a time as world cultural heritage.
Ephesus, the city that throve in the age of the Roman
Empire 2,000 years ago and is the place of Ephesians in the
New Testament, was more brilliant indeed than expected.
Most roads were covered with marbles and buildings were
splendid and majestic. Originally, a port was located 1
kilometers away from the city. But earthquakes and the like
have changed the configuration of the ground and the sea is
approximately 6 kilometers away at present. The
earthquakes and the change of the topography distantiating
the port are said to have caused the fall of the city. The
Roman Emperor Antonius along with Cleopatra used to stay
here and thereafter, this city prospered even more in the
days of Augustus to grow into one of the biggest cities of
the Roman Empire.
When you leave the site of Ephesus and go along the
winding and rugged mountain road in a car for an hour or
so, you will meet the peaceful and beautiful village of
Sirince where the houses with red-colored roofs and white
walls are clustered together just like a farm village in the
age of the Ottoman Empire. In 1924, the governments of
Turkey and Greece exchanged some of their peoples. Those
who had come from Thessaloniki began to make wine out of
the grapes and eventually, this place became famous for
wine of good quality as its local specialty.
Istanbul is currently the largest city in Turkey. It is located
in the western part of the country and stretches over the two
continents of Asia and Europe with the Bosporus in
between. It was called Constantinopolis (Constantinople)
during the age of the Eastern Roman Empire and remained
as the national capital until the age of the Ottoman Empire.
Afterward, its name was changed to Istanbul. In 1923,
Ankara became the capital city of Turkey. UNESCO
designated Istanbul as world cultural heritage in 1985.
There are many wonderful spots worth seeing in Istanbul.
The building of Hagia Sophia (Ayasofya Musesi) is one of
the Seven Wonders of the World. Standing in the center of
the museum, you can enjoy the strange world of the
coexistent Islamic and Christian cultures and artifacts. The
Blue Mosque (the Sultan Ahmet Mosque), which was built

to stand up to the Hagia Sophia Museum, is the biggest of
all mosques in Turkey. Yerebatan Sarayi is the sunken
palace having the enlarged cistern which was set up to
continuously provide water much enough even in case of
being under the attack of the outside. Topkapi Sarayi is the
palace which used to be the official and royal residence for
the Sultans of the Ottoman Empire for generations.
Dolmabahce Sarayi is a gorgeous palace built of stone. All
these are the representative attractions. Besides, there are so
many other places where you can learn and enjoy the history
and culture of Turkey.
The Turkish people are amiable and kind to Koreans, for
they know well through history lessons that not only Korean
belongs to the Altaic language family as Turkish does, but
also the two countries were allied from the period of
Goguryeo Kingdom and intimate with each other. It is hard
to see Turkish women work as it is in other Islamic
countries. Wherever tourists go, handsome Turkish men
welcome and guide them. Turkish men drinking tea instead
of liquor while communicating with each other are often

seen.
The temperature in Turkey is similar to that in Korea. When
I was there, the weather was like that of late autumn or early
winter in Korea. The tourists around were not too many, so
it was easy and convenient to go sightseeing.
The typical food includes pottery kebap; shish kebap; doner
kebap widely known in Korea; pide which is Turkish pizza;
donduruma, long stretchy and sticky ice cream; a variety of
very sweet desserts; tomatoes and cucumbers served at
almost every meal.
Eight days in Turkey where not only the old history and the
ultramodern times but also the cultures of the East and the
West coexist offered me the precious opportunity that
helped me get away from busy daily life temporarily, spend
time at leisure, and refresh myself. Also, I could learn world
history anew and experience the wonder of historic
buildings and nature, the ridiculous and funny happenings
that would make every listener laugh, and the group
activities to observe our own specific schedule with my
company in a body.

“Making a more beautiful world” by
sharing together
Your sponsorships make it possible for our agency to carry out our sponsorship
services. Your participation will be highly appreciated.
Sponsorship services
* For powdered milk and diapers
Every year, our agency protects and raises about 1,000 children in need of care. The annual expenses to purchase
powdered milk and diapers come to 570 million Korean won and 200 million Korean won respectively.
* For medical treatment of sick children
About 200 children require long-term or expensive treatment in hospital every year, and they need about 300 million
won for the treatment.
* For unmarried mothers raising their children on their own
Our agency not only provides unmarried mothers with financial support for child care, medical care, and education,
but also wages a campaign for improvement in social perception together with them.
* For rehabilitation treatment of disabled children
To cover the annual rehabilitation treatment fees for children in Amsa Rehabilitation Center, approximately 20 million
won for medical rehabilitation treatment, 10 million won for educational rehabilitation treatment, and 20 million won
for sociopsychological treatment are needed.
* For scholarship
By helping establish ties between needy children/juveniles and sponsors, our agency provides the
young students with financial support for education (fees for home education, supplemental
academic programs, and college entrance) until they are admitted to colleges so that they can get
through their school course without dropping out of school due to economic hardships.

We need your warmhearted support.
If you kindly deliver your sponsorships to us via one out of the routes below, we
promise you that they will be used for the precious purposes.
To each of those who participate in supporting our sponsorship services, we
will send The House with a Large Garden published regularly by our agency.
Your sponsorships offered us with your utmost sincerity will serve the
need of the children of Social Welfare Society, Inc.
You can get our seasonal newsletter The House with a Large Garden
by mail or through our home page.

http://www.sws.or.kr/e-madang.php
How to participate in the sponsorship services
- Through our home page (payment by credit card)
http://sws.or.kr/english/sub03.php
- By mail
You may send your personal check by mail.

www.sws.or.kr/english

“Adoption is the love borne
by the heart”
Even a bird flying about freely in the air needs its nest.
Home is the minimum condition for one’s growth as well as
living and family is the warm, live coal to kindle one’s life
and future.
There are children who have been left alone
for such and such reasons, though.
The little souls shouldering the weight
of hurt and pain in their young and
tender hearts and fluttering about
with now here to go for taking a rest
mentally and physically...
If you want to be partents of the little
angels in need of home and love and
thus feel the joy of raising them proudly,
please do not hesitate.
Adoption is a second childbirth.
It is great and deep happines borne by the ‘love’
that is thicker than blood.
We wish that all children in the world
would be happy in the bosom of their
loving family.

